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The Instructions. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States. 
, Tnow transmit to congress copies of the 
instractions to the Pienipotentiaries of .the 
United States, charged with negociating a 
peace with Great Britain, as referred toin my 
message of the 10th instant. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Washington, October \Sth, i814. 


Mr. Monroe, secretary of state, to the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the United States, for treating 


of peace with Great Britain, dated 
‘ Department of state, April 15th, 1814. 
GENTLEMEN—lI had the honor on the 


tit. to reseive from Mr. Adains two letters, 
one bearing date on the 30th September, and 
the other on the 17th October last, commu- 
nicating the overture of the emperor of Rus- 
sia to promote peace by his friendly mediation 
between the United States and Great Britain. 
Ga the day following, Mr. Daschkoff, the 
itussian minister, made a similar communi- 
cation to this department. ‘The subject has, 
in consequence, been duly considered, and i 
have now to make known to you the result. 


Russell to the British government immedi- 
ately after the war, and the answer given by 
this department to admiral Warren’s letter 
since, shew the ground on which the United 
States were willing to adjust tle controversy 
relative to impressinent. 

‘his has been further evinced by a report 
of tne committee of foreign relations of ihe 
house of representatives, and an act of con 
gress passed in consequence of that report. 
By these documents you will see that to ac- 
commodate this important difference, the U- 
nited States are disposed to exelude British 
seamen altogether from the American ser- 
vice. ‘Phis being effectually done, the British 
rovernment can have no pretext for the prac- 
tice. MMowshali it be done? By restraints to 
be imposed byeach nation on the naturaliza- 
tion of the seamen of the other, e: ‘cluding at 
the same time all others not naturalizec—or 
shall the right of each nation to nsturalize the 
seamen of the other be prohibited, and each 
exclude from its service the natives of the 
other? Whatever the rule is, it ought to be 





reciprocal If Great Britain is allowed to 
naturalize American seamen, the U. States 
shouid enjoy the same privilege. If it is de- 


fhe President hes not hesitated to ac cept|manded that the United States shall exclude 


the mediation of Russia, and he indulges a 
strong hope that it will produce the desired 
efect. It is not known that Great Britain 
has acceded to the proposition, but it is pre 
sumed that she will not decline it. The pre- 
sident thought it improper to postpone his 
decision, until he should hear of that of the 
British government. 
peace, he has been willing to avail himself of 
every opportunity which might tend te pro- 
mote it, on just and honorable conditions, and 
in accepting this overture he has been parti- 
cularly gratified to evince, by the manner of 
it, the distinguished consideration which the 
United States entertain for the emperor Alex- 
ander. Should the British government ac- 
cept the mediation, the negociation to which 
it leads will be held at St. Petersburg. ‘The 
president commits it to you, for whicha com 

mission is enclosed, and he has appointed Mr. 

Harris secretary of the mission. 

The impressment of our seamen and illegal 
blockades as exemplified more particularly in 
the orders in council, were the principal causes 
ofthe war. Had not Great Britain persever- 
ed obstinately in the violation of these im- 
portant rights, the war would not have heen 
declared. It will cease as soon as these rights 
are respected. The propositien made by Mt 

YOR. VER ¥ 


from their service all native British subjects, 
a like exclusion of American citizens from 
the British service ought to be reciprocated. 
‘The mode also should be common to both 
countries. Kach should be at liberty to give 
the same facilities, or be bound to impose the 
same restraints that the other does. The pree 


Sincerely desirous of|sident is willing to agree to either alternative, 


and to carry it ‘into effect by the most eligible 
regulations that can be devised 

Tf the first alternative is adopted, the extent 
of the proposed exclusion will depend on the 
impediments to naturalization, on the efficacy 
of the regulations to prevent impesition, and 
the fidelity of their execution. The greater 
the difficulty in acquiring the right ofcitiven. 
ship, the easier will it be to avoid imposition, 
andthe more complete the desired exclusion. 
The law of the last session of congress rela-. 
tive to seamen proves bow sincerely desirous 
the legislative as well as executive branch of 
our government, is to adjust this controversy 
on conditions which may he satisfactory to 
Great Britain. By that law it is made indis- 
pe ensable for every British subject who may 
hereafter become acitizen, to reside five years 
without intermission within the United States, 
and so many guards are imposed to prevent 





frauds, that it seems te be impossible that 
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they should be eluded. No British subject 
ean be employed ina public or private ship! 
of the United Sz ates, unless he produces to) 
the coumnander in one a ince, and to the} 
eolector in the other, certified copy of the 
nel by Which he bee ame wats my A listof} 
the crew, inihecase of a 1 private ship, must be| 
taken, certifed and recorded by the coliector, 
and t: € consals er com:cer cial agents of G.| 
Beitain may object toany seaman, and attend | 
tie In SLID" ation. The commander of a pub 
lie s S| Bhp rec eiving a person not duly qualifed: 
shail forfeit a thous sand collars, and ine com- 
mander or owner of a pr ivate ship, knowing | 
thereof, five hindved dollars, to be recovered, 
inan action of dedt:one half tothe informer ard | 
one tail to the United States. It isaiso made) 
penal, prnishabie as a felony by imprison 
tnentand widor ivom three to five Vears, or by 
fiae, from five hundred to one thousand dol- 
jars, tor any person to forge or counterieit, or 
to pass, or use anv iorged or counterfeited cer. 
tificaie of citizenship, or te seil er dispose of 
may iaicly he presumed that if this law)i 
should be.carried into effect, it would exclude 
alt Beitish seame:z : from our service. 

iby requiring five years continued resi- 
dence in the United States, as the condition 
oO: citizeashig, few if any British seamen 
wouideverinke advantage of it. Suchashad 
left Great Britain, and had resided five years 
in tuis countsyv, would be likely to abandon 
the sea vovever. And by making it the duty 
lers of our pablie, and of the 
‘privateships, torequire 
an authenticated copy from the clerk of the 
court, before which a British subject, who of. 
(ered his service, had been naturalized, as in- 
conde! sie to his admission, and highly pen- 
ai in either to take a person not duly qualified, 
and by allow: ng aico British agents to object 
toany one otering his service, and to prose- 
eute oy suit the commander or collector, as 


of the comanans 


Cc gliector s, 13 ih ae i@Caseo 


the case might be, for receiving an improper} 


person, itseems to be sinpossible that such| 
should be received. 


ff the second alternative is adopted; that is,}tizens, such at least a 
3 | 


ifall native British subjects are to be hereaf- 


_ ter excluded from our s service, it is important 


that the stipulation providing | for it should o- 
pera te so as not to efeect those who have been 
already naturalized. By our law all the rights) 
of natives are given to naturalized citizens 
It is contended ‘by some that these com plete 


. 2 


ary hts ilo Nols Pp 
PiIZWes it i pxt ORAL 


tion waich he owes to his former government, 
andthat he} be comes a citizen Im a quali ed | 
senseonly. ‘luis doctrine, if truein anv case, 


is less applic able to the United States than to. igainst the , sctice. 


any. siher power, Expatriation seenis to be} 


2 atural richt, and by the original character 





‘is considered 








lado opt either. 





of our institutions, founded by compact, os 
principle, and particularly by the unqualified 
investment of the adopted citizen with the full 
rights of the native, all that the United States 
‘could do, to place him on the same footing, 
has becndone. In poiatof interesi the object 
is-of little importan. e to either party. ‘The 
number tobe affected by the stipulation is in- 
considerable; nor can that be a cause of sur- 
‘Prise, when the character of that class of men 
It varely bapEens that a sea- 
man who settles on a farm, or engeges ina 


trade, and pursues it for any length of lime, 


returns to sea. His youthful days are ex- 
hausted in his first occupation. He leaves it 
wiih regret, and adopts anot ner, either in con- 
saarente of marriage, of disease, or as an asy- 
lam for a ze, 

‘bo a st tipulation which shall operate pros- 
pectively only, the same objection does not 
apply. in naturalizing foveigners, the United 
Sietes m: Ly prescribe the limit to wh ich their 
privilezes ‘shallextend. If itis made a condi- 
weak lat no native British subj jee t, who may 

ereafter become a citizen, shall be employ- 
ed in our public or privaic ships, their exclu- 
sion will violate no right. Those who might 
become citizens afterwards would : ac quire the 
right; subject to that condition, and would be 
bound by it. ‘Fo such a stipulation the presi- 
dent is willing to assent, altho’ he would much 
preter the alternative of restraints on nalura- 
lization; and to prevent frauds and to carry 
the pad me fully into effect, you a re sabheviond to 
apply all the restraints and checks, with tle 
necessary modification to suit the eese. that 
are provided in the act above recited, relative 
to seamen, for the purposes of that act. 

In requiring that the stipulation to exclude 
British seamen from our service, with the ve- 
gulations for carrying it into eflect, be made 
reciprocal; the president desires that you make 
2 provision, authorising the United Stetes 
they should be so disposed. io dispense with the e 
obligations imposed by it on American cili- 
zens. ‘The liberal spivit of our government 
jand laws is unfriendly te restraints on our ci- 
s are imposed on British 
subjects from becoming members of other so- 
cietics. ‘This has been shewn in the Jaw of the 
last session relative to seamen, to which your 
partic cular attention has heen alreaéy drawn. 
This provision may likewise be reciprocated 
if cesired 


Fhe president is not particularly solicitous 


; ‘ beyond the limits of the! that either of these ailernatives Gnaking the 
United States; that in naturali ZING 2 foreign-| proposed reservation in cese the 
ef, no state can absolve him from the obliga-|should be preterred, 


la tier be) 
To secure the United 
Stales agaiust iap.essment he is page 42 to 
Llc expects in return that a 
‘clear and distinct prevision shall be oe a- 
The precise form in 
insisted on, pro- 


All ihat is re- 


which it may he donc is net i 
vided ihe import.is explicit. 
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yriired is, that in consideration of the act to, strong feature of the first alternative whic. 
be performed on the part of the United States,! authorizes the naturalization of seamen, re- 
the British government shall stipalate in| quires their continued residence in ihe United 
some adequate manner, to terminate or for-| States for five years, as indispensable to the 
ear the practice of impressment from Ame- | attainment of that right. In. case this alter- 

rican vessels. native be adopted, the president 1 is willing, for 

it has been suggested as an expedient mode @: xample to secure a compliance with that cen- 
for the aidjas tment of this controversy that} dition, to make it the duty oi each al lien, who 
british cruisers should have a right to Search; may ve desirous to become a citizen, to appear 
our vessels for British seamen, ‘but that the!in court every year, for the term of five years, 
commanders thereof should be subiected to! | till his right shall be completed. This exeam- 
penaities, in case they made mistakes, and! ple is given, notas a limitation, but as an iivs- 
took from them American citizens. By this/ tration of your p power; for to the e x lusion of 
the British govrnement would acquire the; British seamen trom our serv ice, 10 Vepug 
right of search for seamen, with that of in m-| nance is felt. Po such exclusion the emice- 
pressing from our vessels the sub} ects of all) ble aa 1a istment of this controvesy with Great 
other powers. it will not escape your atten- Britain affords a strong mot ive, but nok 
tion, that by admiting the right, in any case, | the only on It is a gr owing sentime: » 
we give up the principle, and jeave the doorin the United Siates, that they eught tO 
open to every kind of abuse. The same ob.| depend on their ewn population, ior Li 
jection js applicable to anv and every other|sup pply of their shins of war end merchant 
arvPanwo ne) nt, whieh withholds the evespect due| sexvice: Cape. “ence has shewn that if is an 
to our flag by not allowing it to protect the|a bundant resouree In expressing this seiti- 
craw" sailing amder it. | ment, you will do it.ina manner to inspire 

if the first alternative should he : adopted, | more full ‘ya conlidence, that the arrangement 
it will follow, that none of the British spate cone tr you may enter into, will be carried 
who may be inthe Uniied States at the time| ait iuliy into efiect, withouted erogaling, how- 
the tre ity rq! ces ef Yer ti and who shall not have! ever. T ‘om the COC: iliater AY Sp rite ot ‘the actom=~ 
become citizens, will be adinitted into our ser-| modation 











Vice, until they acquire that right. | <A rong desire has heretofore been expres: 
ii the second is adopted, the number of na-|sed by the Brit ish government to obiain of 
tive Gritish seamen, who have been natura-| ithe United States a 2 ingen ent to prevent 


lized, and wil! be adinissabie @ into our service, ‘the @esertion of “British s seemen, when in our 
will mot, it is believed exceed a few hundred: ;| ports, 2 ind it cannot be coud syle that a stipu- 
ail others who may be in the United States ation to that effect would be hichtly satisfuc- 
at _ time the tre itv takes effect, or Who may tory, 1s well as useful to Gre: ea Britain. 1 
arrive aiterwards will be excluded. oH faivly to be presumed that it, alone, would a fe 
Asa HeCeSSATY incident to an acl} istment| i ford ‘tothe British govern meniastrone mance- 
on the principle of either alternative y it is} ment te enter into as atisfactory arran come 
espected that all American seamen, who} of the diflerence elating to itap ressment. The 
have been impressed, will be discharged, and,ciaim is not ring aan Ng especially as the 
that those who have been naturalized, under United States have a reciprocal interest inthe 
the British laws, hy compulsive ser vice, will restoration of dese erters from Ame "can vesse!4 
be permittedto withdraw. in British ports. You may thereiore aero 
1 have to repeat that the reat object which ito an articie, hath been hereto! ore a u- 
you hi Ave to secure, in ree: ed io Serge thorised by nited States, which she 4 
1s, that our fla ag shall protect the crow, and: meke it the of each vantashdielines hem 
providing for this ina satiste Witeyinbattiide, that wp. 
yoa are authorized to secure Great Britein, Of the right of the United States 
eilestually a) gainst the employ oe of her sea- emp sted from th edezrading prac LICE OL Lim) pres Si 


’ 
: 
; 


q 
to ce x ‘ 


mon in the service of the United States. This ment,so much has been already said.and wit 
ii is helieved woul d be done ~ the adoption such ability “ that it W put 1a} he “usele 288%. Cape! i 
— ~ or 


ot either of the above alternatives, and the: ap- ally to you who are othertvise so well aeque tt 
plication to that which may be adopted, of the ted with it, to dilate on its merits. I must o® 


‘a Sas ~ > $2. typ ntiee j } ae | Seo 
checks contained in the law of the Jast session sérve, however, that tue practice is ullets) 

4 “ + 4 
1a e nations; that itis su) 


Siative to seamen: in ai 1of which it willal pegnanat to the law oi ne 
° , , oe ee ee | ar 
ways betathe | power ¢ of Great Britain toma ke) ported by no treaty Wi ith any nation; tha 


re ryt atio: 1s operating rit he rPoOVWWN ports, Vi dth a iw as never at -quesc ed in 


by anvjana tat s 
view to the syme efleet. ‘T'o termina'ts, b- W-18 sei Vission 0 it by the United dia FS. Mee 
ever, this controversy ina manner eatisfactery) be the abendonment. in favor of Great Grit ' 
to both parties, the president is willing, shou A be all claim to nevtrval rent and of ail othie- 
obhet cheeks be svt rested : 6 Iikely to be mor ejrig rts on the ecean. 

> feel taal, consistent with the spiritof ourcon-| ‘This practtce is not founded on any belts ’ 


. : 9 » rzyy wn 48 a + >. 
beh SO that you sho iid adout ttre rT. ’ ‘he Pont Trriné ? ie great { t- @X. Ch: tH vs hick Say 
P e ; 7 . 
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belligerent claim has been earried, over the 
vessels of neutral nations, is, to board, and take 
from them, persons in the land and sea-service 
of an enemy, contraband of war, an enemy's 
property. All nations agree respecting the 
two first articles, but there has been and still 
exists a diversity of opinion as to ihe last. On 
that and other questions of considerable im- 
portance, dispuies | have arisen which are yet 
unsetiled. he empress Catharine of Russia, 
a distinguished advocate ot just principies, 
placed herself in 1780 at the head of neuiral 
nations, in favor of a liberal constructicn of 
their rights, and her suc wren have generally 
followea ‘er example. in «il the discussions 
on these topics, we tind setiing of the British 
claim to impressment; no ackauwledgment of 
fin aay treaty. or proot of submission to it by 
any poiver. Jf instances have occurred in 
which British cruize:s have fsken British sea- 
men ‘rom the vessels of any other nations, they 
wee, 2s if is presumed, in cases either not ac- 
qu.escedin or of an extraordinary nature only, 
affording no countenance io their practiceand 
pretension in relation ta the United States. 
Cases of this kind if such there be, afford no 
proof of a systematic claim in the British go- 





vernment to impressment, or of submission to 
it by other powers, "This claim has been set 
up against the United States only, who ha ave! 
in consequence thereof been compelled to dis- 
cuss its merits. 

This claim is in fact traced to another 
source, the allegiance due by British subjects 
to their sovereign, and bis right by virtue 
thereor, to their ahs This has been dis- 
tinctlystated ina late declaration by the prince 





regent. Ki nowing the nature of the claim, we 


Vexbols of a nation are considered a part of ite 
territory, with the exception of the belligerent 
right only, is a principle too wel} éstabli-hed 
to be brought tnto discussion.—LKach state 
has exclusive jurisdiction over its own vessels. 
Its laws govern in them, and offences against 
those laws are punishable by its tribunals on- 
ly ‘he flag of a nation protects every thing 
saiting under it, in time of peace, and in time 
of war likewise, with the exception of the 
belligerentrights growing out of the war. An 
entry on board the vessels of one power by the 
cruisers of ancther, in any other case, and 
the exercise ofany other authority over them, 
is a violation of right, and an act of hostility. 
The British gcvernment, aware of the truth 
of this doctrine, has endeavored to avoid its 
consequences in the late deelaration of the 
prince regent. It has not contended that 
British ervizers havea right to pursue and 
search our vesseis for British seamen. It as- 
serts only that they havea right to search 
them forother objects, and being on board for 
a ‘awful cause, and finding British seamen 
there, that they have a right to impress and 
bring them away, under the claim of allegi- 
ance When we sec a systematic pursuit of 
our vessels by British cruizers, and the im- 
pressinent of seamen from them, not at a port 
of the enemy, where a regular blockade had 
been instituted. and by the blockading squad- 
ren, but in every part of the ocezn, on our 
coast, and even in our harbors, it is difficult 
to believe that impresement is not the real 
motive, and the other the pretext fer it. But 
io place this argument of the British govern- 
ment on the strongest ground. Jet it be ad- 
mitted that the eniry was lawful, is it so to 


know also the extent of the right and obliga-!commit an act not w rarranted by the purpose 


tions incident to it. Allegiance i isa politics ul | 
relation between a soveregn and his people. 
Itis the obligation which binds the latter in 
return for the protection which they receive. 
These reciproca! duties have the same linit. 
‘hey are confined to the dominions of the so- 
vereign, beyond which he has no righis. can 
afford no protection, and can of course claim 
no allegiance. A citizen or subject of one? 
power, enteringthedominions of another, owes 
alleriance to the latter, in return for ihe pro 
tection be receives. Whether a sovereign has 
a rizht to claim the service of such of his sub- 
jects as have left bis own dominions !sa ques- 
toa, respecting which aisoa difference of opi-|¢ 
10h may exist. Itis certain thai no soverei; gn 
las a right to pursue his subjecis into the ter | 
ritories ‘of another, be the :notive for it what 
ri magy. Such an catrv without the consent 
of the other power, woul Id be a violation of its 
territury, and an act of hostility. Offenders. 
vvea Conspirators, cannot be pursued by one 


pewer into the territory of unother, nore 
tay celivered up by the latter, except in com- 





That the't 


p-ianee with treaties; er by favor. 


for which the entry was made? There is a 
levity in this argument, which neither suits 
the parties nor the subject. The British go- 
vernment founds its right of impressment 
from our ships on that of allegiance, which 
is a por manent right, equally applicable to 
peaceand war The right of impressment, 

therofore, from the vessels of other powers 
must likewise be permanent, and equally a 

plicable to peace and war. It would not, how- 
ever, take this broad ground, lest the injustice 
and extravagance of the e pretension might ex- 
cite theastonishment and indignationof other 
powers, to whom it would be equally appli- 
caple. T'o claim it asa belligerent right weuld 
have been equally unjust and absurd, as no 
trace of it could be found in the belligerent 
code. The British government was, there! ore, 
reduced toavery embarrassing dilemma To 
av knowledge that it could not support the 
claim. on either principle, w ould be to relin- 
Hanes it, anc yet it could rely on neither. It 
enceavored tocraw some aid from both. A 
tat of war exists which brings the parties 
together, Great Britain, as a belligerent, and 
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the United States asa neutral power, Brilish|ever be reziprocated. What would be the ef. 
_ efficers have now a right to board and search| fect of iis adeption by American ships of wat, 
American vessels, but for what? Persons injwith British merchant vessels. An Ameri- 
the service of an enemy, contraband of war,jsan officer boards a British merchant vess¢l 
erenemy’s property? ‘This vould not accom-|and claims, as American citizens, whom hs 
lish the end. It is however, the utmost li-] pleases. How many British seamen would 
mit of the belligerent, right. Allegiance, |diselaim a title which would take them to the 
which is an attribute of sovereignty, comes to| United States and secure them there all the 
her aid, and communicates all the necessary ;advantages of citizenship? The rule of evt- 
power. The national character of the neu- dence, us the gvound of impreesments in eve- 
tral vessel ceases. The complete right of so-!ry instance, must iikewise be reciprocatec bé- 
vereignty and jurisdiction over it is transfer tween the two governments. ‘ibe acknow- 
red to Great Britain. Itis onthis foundation |!edgment of the men woule surely be a bet- 
that the British government has raised this)ter proof of their national character U.an the 
monstrous superstructure. It is with tbis|decision of a British officer who boarced an 
kind of argument that it attempts to justify | American vessel, however impartial he might 
its practice of impressment from our vessels.|be, and strong his power of discrimination, 
The remark contained in the deciaration; Wien opposed by the voluntary end solemn 
of the prince regent, that in impressing Bri-|declaration of the party. In this way wemight 
tish seamen from American vessels, Great!Graw from the British service the grcaier 
Britain exercised no right which she was not|part,if not ailtheir seamen. I might turther 
willing to acknowledge as appertaining equal-|ask, why was this acknowlecgment mace at 
ly to the government of the United States, ‘this late period, for the first time only, afler 
with respect to American seamen in British ithe declaration of war, and when on that ac- 
merchant ships, proves only that the British'count it could produce no efieci? Jn the va- 
government is conscious of the injustice ofthe rious discussions of this subject, in many of 
claim, and desirous of giving to it such aid as Which it has been demanded whetherthe Pri- 
may be derived from a plausible argument. |tish government would tolerate such a practice 
The semblance of equality, however, in this|from American ships of war, no such intima- 
proposition, which strikes at first view, disap-|tion was ever given. 
pears on a fair examination. It is unfair,| If Great Britainhad found the cmployment 
first, because it is impossibie for the Uniied! of her seamen in our service Injuricus to her, 
States to take advantage of it. Impressmentjand been Cisposed to respect cur rights, the 
is not an American practice, but utterly re-| regular course of proceeding, would have been 
pugnant to our constitution and laws. In of |for her government to have complained to the 
fering to reciprocate it, nothing was offered, | government of the United States of the inju- 
as the British covernment well knew. Itisjry, and to have proposed a remedy. Hod 
unfair, secondly, because if impressment wasithis been dene, and no reasonable remedy 
allowable, a reciprocation of the practice, been adopted, sound in principle end recipro- 
would be no equivalent to the United Siates.;eal in its operation, the British government 
The exercise ofa right In common, at sea, by | might have had some cause of complaint. and 
two nations, each over the vessels of the other, some plea for taking the remeév into its own 
the one powerful and the other comparitively | hands. Such a proceedure would at least, 
weak, would be, to put the latter completely have given to its claim of impressment the 
at the mercy of the former. Great Britain.) greatest plausibility. We know that such 
with her vast navy, would soon be the only |complaint was never made. except in defence 
party which made impressment. ‘rhe United | of the practice of impressment, and that in the 
States would be compelled to abstain from it,;mean time the practice has gone on, and 
and either to submit to the British rule, with} grown into an usage, which with ail its abu- 
ail the abuses incident to power, cr to resist|ses, had resistance been longer delayed, might 
it. But,should the United States be permit-jnavebecome a law. The originand progress of 
ted to make impressment from British vessels, | this usurpation afford streng illusirations 
the effect would be unequal. Great Britain|of the British policy. The practice and the 
has, perhaps, thirty ships of war at sea, to one|claim began together, soon after the close of 
of the United States, and would profit of the our revolutionary war and were applicable to 
arrangement in that proportion. Pesices, im-.| deserters only They exiended next to ali Bri- 
pressment is a practice incident to war, inj tish seamen-- then to all British subjects, in- 
which view. likewise, the inequality is not less|cluding asintie case ofemigrants fron. Ireland, 
glaring, she being at least thirty vearset war,|persons who would not have been svbject to 
to one of the United States. Other consider-|impressment in British perts, not beinz ser- 
ations prove that the British government made] faring men—ané, finally. to Sweces, Denes 
this acknowledgement merely as 2 pretext to| and others, known to be not British subjects, 
ustify its practice of impressment without| and by their protections appearipg to be pa 
ntending that the right or practice should turalized citizons ofthe W. States 
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Other views may be taken of ripe subject, \Gisadvantage of every other power. They 
to shew the unlawiulness and absurd dity of the: ‘would ail ‘find in the conéuct of Great Bri- 
British cliim. LBritsh cruisershave aright tain an unequivocal determination to destroy 
to =~ British seamen from our vessels, wi ith- ithe rights of other flags, and to usurp the ab- 
Gil regarding the abuses insepare able from the |solute dominion of the ocean. It is to be =e 
an, e, they may take irom them, on the sumesthat the British government will £nd 
gaine pri ciple, and with mach greater reason, )it neither for the honor or interest of Great 
Every be 1es of property to which the British} | Britain, to push things to that extremity, a 
goverainent has any kind of ig em Alie- will? nave. accept ted this mediation, and hav 
mlance ¢annot ceive toasove ™ na betterright| sent a minister or ministers to St. hactitiers 
t o take his su! pjects than owne vine to take! with fall powers to adjust the controversy on 
luis property. ‘There would be nolimit to this’ fair and just conditions. 
pretension orits consequences. All property! Should improper impressions have been 
forfeited by exportation, coulrary to the laws| taken of the probable consequences of the war, 
of tireat Brit aia, every article to which her| you will have a imple means to remove phy gro Ie 
sove cues juris sdiction or ownership would, is certain that from its prosec cution Great BE 











extend, in British vessels. would be Rabie to|tain can promise to herself no sivdldare, 
se ee ive in those of the United States. ‘The!while she exposes herself to great expenses, 
Ja of § ngland would be executory ‘niand to the da inser of still ereater losses. The 


nem. . Tastead or being a part of the An meri-| people of the United States, accustomed to 
can, they would become a part of the British the indulgence of 2 long peace, roused by the 


ach ‘tory. leauses and progress of the war, are ra pidly 
timight naterally be expected that Great acquiring military habits and becoming a mi- 
Britain “would have given by her conduct, litary people. Our knowledge in naval tac- 


some suppo: ‘t to h ag pretensi ions: that if she tics has trieredbnd-tel as Oo irmaritim estrength. 
re ryt: 
had not disclaimed 2 together tise ¢ princi ipie of Mie gallantry and success of our little nevy 


. . } 
naturalization, she would at least have exclud- have formed an epoch in naval history. Ti 
} 


ed from her service foreyzn seamen. Her !aurels which these brave men have valiell, 
conduct however has been e 


icgether at vari- not for themselves alone, but for their coun- 
ance with her precepts. Sh las given great try, from an enemy pre-eminent in naval ex- 
facility to naturalization ing nstance S w. here 'ploits, for ages past, are among the proucest 
itcould advance her interest, and peculiar en- Doasts of their grateful and affectionaie fellow 
couragement to that of foreign seamen. She ‘citizens. Cur manufactures have taken aa 
natucatizes by special act of parliame: nt. She astonishing ore in short, in every cir- 


~ 


naturalizes all persons who fe side a certain cumstance, in which the war is felt, its pres- 
ter:n of years in British colonies, all those who sure tends evidentiv to unite our iy io 
are born of British subjects, in foreign domi-'draw out our resources, to invigorate our 
nions, and all seamen who have served a cer- means, and to make us more truly an inde- 
tain short termin the British service, and pendent nation, end, as far as may be necesse- 
would dowbtless protect all suchas British ry,a great maritime power. 

subjects, Wf beohised by them soto do. Mer’ fi the British government accepts the me- 
governors of neighboring provinces are at this diation of Russia, with a sincere desire to res- 
time compelling emigrants thither from the tore a good intelligence betweenthe two cov 
United States, to bear arms against the U tries, it may be presumed that a fair epi. 


1 
i 
e€ 
Hi 


States. tumity will be afforded for the arrangement of 
‘Toe mediation offered by Russia presents many othet important in terests, with advan- 
to Great Britain, as well as to the United ta ge to both parti es. The ac ius tment of the 


States a fair opportunity of accommodating ‘contr: wersy relating to im}; ressment only, 
this controversy with honor. ‘The inierposi- though very important, we uid leave much 1 

tion of so Cistinguished a power, fri fendiy to finished Almost every neviral right hasbeen 
both prrties, could not he declined hy either. violated, and its violation persisted In to the 


. ; > VY *, — ; , +, > ry " ‘Hes 
on jst ground, especially by Great Britain, moment that war was declared. ‘The presi- 


tm 
belween whomand Aaa there exists at this den t sincerely Cesires, and it is doubtless ond i 
time a verv interesting paneer When the'the interest of Great Britain, to prevent th 
British ministers are made le acquainted at St. ike | ia tutare. "Phe interp osition of the em- 
P| 


peer sbargh with the conditions on whi h vou peror o f Russia to prom te an accemMmeoas- 
are authorised to adjust this difference, it; tion of those diiferences-is deemed particular- 
seems as Wit would be impossible for Greatly auspicious. 

Britain to decline them. Should she do it. A strong hope is, therefore. entertained, that 
stiiladhering to her former pretensions, her! tf “ “somite 3 will be civen to the British com 
inotive @ould not be misunderstood. The! missioners, to arrange oll these grounds of 


cause of the United States would thencefor- peenrsan ersy ina satistactory manner. In en- 
ward become the common cause of nations. tering on this interesting part of your duty, 


s? 


.2% , , vs wee “4 : Raw 2 . , } Bag I, . > “OIF? 4 stior 
Py concession by them WwW ould operate to the thetrst ohveect Whiter Wit Gaim Vour al. ecnucak 
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as, that of blockade. The violation of meaner a proof of a disposition in the British 
neutral rights by illegal blockades, carried to (Rar get not simply to compromise a dif- 
an enormous extent by orders in council, was fererce, but to re-establish a sincere friend. 
a principal cause of the war. ‘hese orders, ship between the two nations. 

however, and with them the blockade of May | An interference with our commerce between ene- 
1806, and as is understood, ail other illegal) my’s Colonies and their parent country Was amor gs 


blockades, have been repealed, so that, that ine eo nae) our neutral rigats committed by 

: . . Rareat Britain in her ow res€nhi War Wi anc: 
cause of war has been removed. Ailthat is now! Fd Tet ye eee with France. 
eR: . asad 4] (At took place in 1805, did extensive injury and pro- 
expected 1s, that the WBritist government wil! iduced universal excitement In se CUTINE U 3; ePuipal 

. . . 7 . ‘eo J Bh a's ae gh , % ” , => 5 ec “98 &* * 
unite In a more precise Gelinition of blockade, |a repetition of it, you willattend to an article of the 
and in this no difficulty is anticipated; for hay-‘: convention between Russia and Great Britain enter- 
ing declared that no blockade would be logal,/@d.imtoon the =~ day of 1601, to the 11th ar- 
which was net supported by an adequate force, He OF ae A gt Ri . eae bed thi aba. 
Re he ; : ; that was signe v Mr. 3 ‘oe and. Mr. Pinkney 
aad that the bleckades which it might insti | ,,, e'ttet Viencashus Aone act ae eh de ae ett 
’ es 9 se ‘i : at © » io Dy (i. 14 LAStrUucmiGahs 
ee should be aupportéd by an adequate force, ‘from tis depariment relating to that article of the 
there appears to be, according to the just in- | 20th of May, 1807. The capture by{Great Prituia 
terpretatien of these ierms, no difierence of | of almost all the islands of hey enemies, diminishes 
opinion on the subject. the importance ofany regulation of this subject; but 
7 ~~ is tha “Vv a oct roel Be a Pe wy So gales sD ° as 

The Bribish government has recentlyin two | = At diy Ag hehe BA tke $i tr 
: ere ' ‘its particular attention. ne understeed, how- 

formal acts, eiven definitions of blockade: | its particular attention tbheins u Stood, 1105 


ever, that unless such a trade can be obtained ina 
' P . fase tus 1 eM ’ ryt 5 > pas aN Fae ae ae 
eitner of W hich W ould be satisfac vOry. i he proper extent, and without a relinguis Mmentof the 


first is to be seenin a communication from Mr.| principle coutended for by the United States, it 
Merry to this department, bearing date on the Wiil be best that the treaty be silent on ine subject, 
12th of April, 1804. ‘he Skt opens are the! “” disposition iiss been shewh by the Britisa go- 
circumstancesattending it. Commodore Hood, yrese aged a ee Ue DERMAL AR Far 4 Beit 
the commander of a British squadr arr bdecaae t6 neutrals even belween a power at pes C 
on il ishh squadron IN Che) with, Great Britain and her enemy, as for examp): 
West Indies in 1803, having declared the is!-| bgiween China and France. The absurdity of this 
ands of Martinique and Guadaloupe in a state! pretention may prevent its being hereafter advane- 
of blockade, without applying an adequate sd. It willaot, however, be wuworthy of your at- 
force to maintain it, the secretary ef state re | Sy an neler inf the’ Weick in 1363 
nett: a . Pie Sh age 5 ay an order of the british government in Ud» 
some — _ Senay #8 the es British cruizers were authorized to take neutral 
sure, waicn remonstrance was laid berore tre i vessels laden with innocent articles, on their rewuia 
Jords commissioners of the admiralty in Eng-| from an enemy's port, on the pretence that they hid 
land, who replied, “that they had sent orders | carried to'such port contraband of war. This order 
not to consider any blockade of these islands|'5 directly repugnant to the lw of nations, 9s the 
as existing unless in respect of particular’ circumstance ot having conitapand aPt.cies On cre 
sorte: witiele aaiaht be abides cnecmahaich: maak! bound to un enenty’s port, is the only fg wl ground 
‘ 4 = sop, Meas , » SN of seizure. The clan was telinquisicd by the 
then not to capture vessels bound to such) peitigh government in the 9: article of the project 
ports, unless they shall previously have been above recited, you will endcavor in like manner to 
warned not to enter them.” ‘The second deti-| provide agaiast it. ft is the practice of British 
nition is to be found in a convention between | C'!2ers te compel he commanders of neutral ves- 
Gveit Britain and Russia in June, 1801, 4th|5% which they meet at sea, either to bourd them in 
Q: ee ° Yerson With their papers, or to send their pepers on 
meet 3d art. which declares, “that in order to) j, card ia their boats by an officer. The injustice and 
determine what characterises a blockaded irregularity of this nrocedure need not be inentioned. 
port, that denomination is given only tua pert) You will endeavor to suppress it in the manner pro- 
where there is by the disposition of the power posed in the third articte ota project communicated 
which attacks it, with ships stationary er suf.|to Mt Bren on 2S ee ee neon at Brom 
ficiently re evident danger In entering.” ms 3 abot ‘Sarai Of tales Segal act ‘- 
Hhe president is willing for you to adopt either) our power, to the list contained in the 4th article 
of these definitions, but prefers the first as of that project. 
more precise and determinate; and when ii is) ype pretension of Great Britain to interdict the 
considered that 1t was made the criterion by passage of neutral vessels with their cargoes ‘von 
so formal an act between the two govarn- ‘one port to anether port ef an enemy, is iilegal and 
ments, it cannot be presumed that the British , very injurious to the commerce of neutral powers. 
rovernment will object to the renewal of ie: [Sti mgre UnjEsAe rs Po i hI onerg : 
Nothing is more natural after the differences their ara from a parka one i all 5S ence 
; 5 to that of another, onthe pretence that they are 
which have taken place between the two coun- both enemies. You will endeavor to obtain, in both 
tries, on this and other subjects, and the de;| instances, security for the neutral rigit. 
parture from this criterion by Great Britain, | Upon the whoie subject I have to observe that 
for reasons which are admitted by her no) your first duty willbe to conclude a peace witi G. 


: 1 ' | Britain, and you are attthorised to do it, in case you 
ng Xi! at tf sh B} as ar , , asides SNE, 
longer = eet, than that ey ould on the ‘obtain a satisfactory stipulation against impress- 
iu ‘ . r ‘c mC 2p ® . ° —* : 7 3 
restoration of a good understanding recur to nent, one which shall secure, under our flag, pro- 
it again. Such a recurrence would be the) tection to the crew. The manner in which it may 


more satisfactory to the president, as it would be done has been already stated, with the recipie- 


‘ey 


j 
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cal stipulations which you may enter into io secure 
Great Britein against the injury of which she com- 
plains. If this encroachment of Great Britain is not 
provided against, the United Siates have apperied 
to arms invsin. If your efforts to accomplish it 
should fsil, all further negociations will cease, and 
you will return home without delay. Tt is possible 
that some difficulty may occur in arranging this ar- 
ticle respecting its duration. To obviate this the 
president is willing that it be hmited to the present 
Warin Europe. Resting, as the United States di, 





modern times, have originated with Great Britaim 

and France. These wars have affected distant 

countmes, especially in their characte? as neutrals, 
nud very materially the United States, who took no 

Part in promoting them, and had no interest in the 

great objects of either power. 

Extract of a letter from the secretary. of state to the 
conomissioners of the United States, for treating of 
peace with Great Britarn, dated 

Department Of state, June 23, 1713... 
* An opportunity offering, T avait myself of it to 


ov tke solid ground of right, it is not presumabic|explain more fully the views of the president on cer- 
that Great Britain, especially after the advantage) tain subjects already treated on in your instructions, 





she may derive from the arrangement proposed, | and to communicate his sentiments on some others, 


would ever revive her pretension. 
stipulation on this subject, you will be careful not) 
to impair by it the vight of the United States, or to) 
Sanction thé principle of the British claim. 

It is deemed hiehly important, also, to obtain a 
definition of the new'ral righis which [have brought 
to your view, especully of blockade, and the man- 
ner suggested, but itis not io be made an indispen- 
sable condition of peace, After the repeal of the or- 
ders in council, an! other illegal blockades, and the 
explanations attending it, if is not presumable that 
Great Britain will revive them. Should she do it, 
the United States will alwavs have a corresponding 
resort in their own hands. You will observe in every 

age, in which you may not be able to obtain a satis- 
factory definition of the neutral iight, that you en- 
ter into none respecting it. 

Indemnity for losses seems to he a fair claim on 





In forming any {not averted te in them. 


The British government having repealed the or- 
ders in council, and the blockade of May, 1896, and 
sil other illegal block»des, and baviag declared that it 
would institute no blockade which should not be sup- 
ported by an adequate force, it was thought better 
to leave that question on that ground, than to con- 
tinue the war to obtain a more precise definition of 

lockade after the other essential cause of war, that 
of impressment, should be removed. But when 
it is considered that a stipulated definition of block - 
ade will cost Great Britain nothing atter having thus 


\recognizecd the principle, and that strch definition is 


calculated to give additional confidence, in the future 
security of our commerce, it is expscted that she 
will agree to it. It is true, this cause of war being 
removed, the United States are under no obligation 
to continue it, tor the want of such stipwlated defi- 





the part of the United States, and the British go-;Nition, more especially us they retain in their hands 
vernment, if desirous to strengthen the relitians | the remedy against any new violation of their rights, 
of friendship, may ne willing to make it. Jn bring-|Whenever mide. The same remark is applicabte to 
ing the claim into view, vou will not let it defeat the |the case of impressment, for if the British govern- 


primary objects intrusted to you. [t is not per-|ment had issued orders ta its cruizers not to impress 
' 


ceived on what ground Great Britain can resist this) 
claim, at least in the cases in favor of which she! 
stands pledged. Of these a note will be adiled. 
You are at liberty to stipulate in the proposed 
treaty the same advantages in the ports of the United 
Siates, in favor of British ships of war, that may be 





allowed to thase of the most favored nations. This 
Stioulation must be reciprecal. 
No difficulty can arise from the case of the non- 


seamen frem our vessels and notified the sama to 
this government, that cause of war would also heve 
been removed. In making peace it is better for both 
nations, that the controversy respecting the biock- 
ade, should be arranged by treaty as well as that res- 
pecting impressment. The omission to arrange i* 
may be productive of injury. Without a precise de- 
finition af blockade, improper pretensions might be 
set up on each side, respecting their rights, which 


amportation act, Which will doubtless be terminated) Might possibly hazard the future good understand - 


in consequence of a pacification. Should any stipuila- 
tion to that effect be required, or found advantage. 
ous, you ave at liberty to enter into it. Should peac- 





uig between the two countries. 
* Shoud a reatit f territory be agreed it 
SHowd a reatitution of territory be agreed on, it 
will be proper for you to make a provision for settling 


be nade, you may, in fixing the periods at which it}the boundary between the United States and Great 
shall take eflze, in different latitudes and distances,| Britain on the St. Lawrence and the lakes, from the 
take for the basis the provisional articles of the trea-| pomt at which the linc between them strikes the St. 
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tv of peace wii!) Great Britain in 1782, with such 
alterations as may appear to be just and reasonable. 


In discharging the duties of the trust committed: 


to you, the president desires that von will manifest 
the highest degree of respect for the emperor of 





Russia, and contidence in the integrity and imparti- 
ality of his views. In arranging the question of im- 
pressment and every question of neufral right, vou 
will explain to hi government without reserve, the 


claims of the United States, with the grounds on/ boundesry. 
' ' It is not doubted that} 
from a conduct so frank and honorable the most) 


evhich thev severally rest. 


benoficel effects will result. 

T ghail conclude by remarking that a strong hope 
is entertained that this friendly mediation of the em- 
peror Alexander will form an epoch in the relations 
between the United States and Russia, which will be 
extensively felt, and be lone and eminently distin. 
enished by the happy consequences attending it. 
Since 1780, Russia has been the pivot on which all 





questions of neutral right have essentially turned. 


Lawrence, to the north wesiern corner of the leke of 
the Woods, according to the principles of the treaty 
of peace. ‘Whe settlement of this boundary is impor- 
tant from the circumstance that there are several 
islands in the river and lakes, of some extent and 
great valuc, the dominion over which is claimed by 
voth parities. Ji may be an advisable course to ap- 
point commissioners on each side, with full powers 
‘o adjust on fair and equitable considerations, this 
To enable you to adopt a suitable provi- 
s10n for the purpose it would be proper for you to 
recur to the instructions heretofore given on the sub- 
ject, published in the ¢ocuments in your pessession.’> 


Mr. Monroe, secretary of state, to the plenipotentiaries 
of the United States, at St. Petersburgh. 
Departinent of State, January Ist, 1814. 
GENTLEMEN—] have not received a letter from you 
since your appointment to meel ministers from 
Great Britain at St. Petersburg, to nefociate a treaty 
of peace, under the mediation of the Emperor of Rus- 
sia. This is doubtless owing to the miscarriage of 


Most of the wars which have disturbed the world in your dispatches. 
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Phe message of the president, of which I] have the 
-Mfonor to transmit to you a copy will make you ac- 
quainted with the progress of the war with Great Bri- 
tein,to that period,sri the other documents which are 
forwarded, will communicate what has since occur- 
red 
Among the advantages attending our success in 
Upper Canada, was the important one of making cap- 
ture of general Proctor’s baggage, with all the public 
documents belonging to the British government in 
his possession. It is probdble that these documents 
will be laid before congress, as they are of a nature 


their true character by extracts of two letters from 
governor Cass, which are enclosed to you. By these 
it appears that the British government hus exercised 
its influence over the Indian tribes within our limits, 
as well as elsawhere in peace, for hostile purposes 
towards the United States; and that the Indian bur- 
barities, since the war, Were, in many instances 
known to, aud sanctioned by the British govern. 
gent. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &e. &e. 
(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 


Mr. Monroe, secretary of state, to the plenipotentiaries 
of the United States, at St. Petersburg. 
Department of state, January sth, 1814. 

GENTLEMEN—I bave ihe honor to transmit to you 
a copy of a letter from lord Castlereagh to this de. 
partmen? and of a note from lord Castlereagh to the 

Russia government, with my reply to the communi- 
cavyjon. 

The arrangement of a negociation to be held at 
Gottenburg, directly between the United States and 
Great Britain, without the aid of the Russian medi- 
ation, makes jt necessary that new commissions 
should be issued correspondent with it, and for this 
purpose that anew nomination should be made to the 
senate. The president instructs me to inform you, 
that you will both be included in it, and that he 
wishes you to repair immediately on the receipt of 
this, to the appointed rendezvous. It is probable 
the business may not be limited to vourselves on ac- 
count of the great inierest involved in the result, 
The commissions and imstructions, will be duly for- 
warded to you, as soon as the arrangements shall be 
finally made. 

In taking leave of the Russian government you 
Will be careful to make known te it the sensibility 01 
the president to the friendly disnosition of the em- 
peror, manifested by the offer of his mediation; the 
vegret felt at its rejection by the British government, 
and a desire that, in future, the greatest confidence 
and cordiality, and the best understanding may pre- 
yail between the two governments. 

L have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MONROE, 
elir. Rfonroe secretary of state, to the American plent- 
potentiaries at Gostenburg. 

Department of state, January 28th, 1814. 

GENTLEMEN—The British government having cle- 
elinsd the Russian mediation, and proposed to treat 
directly with the United States, the president has, on 
due consideration, thought proper to accept the over- 
ture. To give effect to this arrangement, it was ne- 
cessary that a new commission should Se formed, and 
for that purpose that a new nomination should be 
made to the senate, by whose advice and consent this 
important trust is committed to you. 

You will consider the instructions given to the com- 
mission to treat under the mediation of Russia, as ap- 
plicable to the negociation with which you are now 
charged, except as they may be modified by this 

Aetter, , 3 ; 
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I shall call your attention to the most important 
grounds of the controversy with Great Britain only, 
and make such remarks on each, and on the whole 
subject, as have occurred since the date of the former 
instructions, and are deemed applicable to the pre- 
sent jimcture, teking into view the negociation in 
which you are about to engage, 

On impressment, 2s to the right of the United 
States to be exempted from it, 1 have nothing new 
toadd. The sentiments of the president have un- 
dergone no change on that important subject. This 


degrading practice must cease; our flag must protect 
highly interesting to the public. Yau will understand | 


the crew, or the United States cannot consider than- 
selves an independent nation. To settle this differ- 
ence amicably the president is willing,.as you are al- 
ready informed by the former instructions, to remove 
all pretexts for it, to the British goverement, by ex- 
cluding all British seamen from our vessels, and even 
to extend the exclusion to all British subjects, if ne- 








,| cessary excepting only the few already naturalized, 


and to stipulate likewise, the surrender of all British 
seamen deserting in our ports in future from British 
vessels, public or private. It was presumed by all 
dispassionate persons, that the law of congress re- 
lative to seamen would effectually accomplish the 
object. But the president is willing, as you find, to 
prevent a possibility of failure, to go further. 

Should a treaty be made, it is proper, and would 
have a conciliatory effect, that all our impressed 
seamen who may be discharged under it, should be 
paid for their services by the British government, 
for the time of their detention, the wages which 
they might have obtained in the merchant service 
of their own country. i 

Blockade is the subject next in point of impor- 
tance, which you will have to arrange. In the ine 
structions bearing date on the 15th April, 1813, it 
was remarked, that as the British government had 
revoked its orders in council, and agreed that no 
blockade could be legal which was not supported by 
an adequate force, and that such adequate force 
should be applied to any blockade which it might 
hereafter institute, this cause of controversy seemed 
to be removed, Further reflection, however, hos 
added great force to the expediency and importance 
of a precise definition of the publie law on this sub. 











ject. There is much cause to presume, that if the 
‘repeat of the orders in council had taken place in 
time to have been known here before the declaration 
jof war, and hod had the effect of preventing the de- 
claration, not only that no provision would have been 
obtained against impressment, but that under the 
name of bleckade the same extent of coast would. 
h:ve been covered by proclamation as had been co- 
vered by the orders in council. The war, which 
these abuses and impressment contributed so much 
to produce might possibly prevent that consequence, 
But it would be more satisfactory, if not more safe, 
to guard against it by a formal definition in the 
treaty. [tis true, should the British government 
violate again the legitimate principles of blockade, 


lin whatever terms, or under whatever pretext it 


mizht be done, the United States would have ira 
their hands a correspondent resort; but a principal 
odject in making peace is to prevent, by the justice 
and reciproe:ty of the conditions, a recurrence again 











| to war, for tie same cause. If the British govern. 
ment sincerely wishes to make a durable peace-with 
| the United States, it can have no reasonable objec- 


tion toa just definition of blockade, especially as 
the two governments have agreed in their corres- 
pondence, in all its essential features. The instruc. 
uons of the 15th of April, 1813, have stated in what 





manner the president is willing to arrange this dif. 


i ference. 
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On the other neutral rights, enumerated in the 
former instructions, F shall remark only, that the 
catalogue is limited m a manner to evince a spirit 
of accommodation; that the arrangement proposed 
in each instance is just in itself} that it corresponds 
with the general spirit of treaties between commer- 
cial powers, and that Great Britain has sanctioned it 
in many treaties, and gone beyond it in some. 

On the claim to indemnify for spoliations, I have 





only to refer you to what was said in the former 


to ali parties, It would be highly honorable as well 
as advantageous to the United States, if the nefoci- 
ations with which you are charged, should termi- 
nate in such a treaty. I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 
Mr, Wonroe, secretary of state, to the plenipotentia- 
ries of the United States at Gottenburgh. 
Department of State, Jan. 30, 1814. 
GeENTLemMeN—In addition to the claims to indemni- 
ty, stated in your preceding instructions, I have to 


instructions. I have to add, that should a treaty be; request your attention to the following, to which it 
formed, it is just in itself, and would have a happy| is presumed there can be no objection. 
effet on the future relations of the two countries, if} On the declaration of war by the United States, 
indemnity should be stipulated on each side, for the/ there happened to be, in the ordinary course of com- 
destruction of all unfortified tewns and other pri-jmeree, several American vessels and cargoes in the 
vate property, coatrary to the laws and usages of) ports of Great Britain, which were seized and con- 
war. It is equally proper, thatthe negroes taken|demned; and, in one instance, an American ship 
from the southern states should be returned to their} which Hed from Algiers, in consequence of the de- 
owners, or paid for at their full value. It is known|claration of war by the Dey, to Gibraltar, with the 
that a shameful traffic has been carried on in the; American consul and some public stores on board, 
West Indies, by the sale of those persons there, by !shared the same fate. 
those who professed to be their deliverers. OF this} After the declaration of war, congress passed an 
fact, the proof which has reached this department act, allowing to British subjects six months from 
shall be furnished you. If these slaves are considered | the date of the declaration, to r2move their proper- 
as non-combatants they ought to be restored: if as|/ty out of the United States, in consequence of which 
property, they ought to be paid for. ‘The treaty of}many vessels were removed with their cargoes. I 
peace coutains an article which recognizes this|add, with confidence, that on a liberal construction 
principle. of the spirit of the law, some vessels were permitted 
In the view which I have taken of the conditions |to depart even after the expiration of the term spe- 
on which you are to insist in the proposed negoci-jcified in the law. I will endeavor to put in your 
ations, you will find, on a comparison of them with | possession a list of these euses. A general recipro- 
those stated in the former instructions, that there is!cal provision, however, will be best adapted to the 
no material difference between them, the two last/object in view. I have the honor to be, &e. Ke. Ke. 
entioned claims te indemnity excepted, which! (Signed) JAS. MONROE. 
have originated sinee the date of those instructions. | From the secretary of state to the comi 
The principal object cf this review has beentoshow,| United States for treating 
that the sentiments of the president are the same in| = daled 
every instance and that the reasons for maintaining | 
them have become more evident and strong, since, 
the date of those instructions. neutral 
laaccepting ihe overture of the British govern-) rig ; that the 
ment to treat independently of the Russian media-. United States shall have adv uitage. of any stipula- 
tion, the United States have acted on principles!tions more favorable to neutral nations, that may 
which governed them in every transaction relatin: ‘be established between Great Britain and other pow- 
to peace since the war. Had the British governmeut!ers. A precedent for such a provision is found in a 
accepted the Russian mediation, the United States | declaratory article between Great Britainand Russia, 
would have treated for themselves, independently | bearing date on the 8th October, 180!, explanatory 
of any other power, and had Great Britsin metjof the 2d section, 3d article, of a convention con- 
them on such conditions, peace would have been the | ciuded between them on the 5tii June of the same 
immediate result. Had she refused to accede to such} year. T have the honor to be, &c. 
conditions, and attempted to dictate others, a Know- | (Signed) JAMES MONROE. 
ledge of the views of other powers on those points | Extract of a letter from the secretary of state to the 
might have been useful to the United States. in| comntssioners of the United Siates for treatin 
agreeing to trest directly with Great Britain, not; Great Britain, dated 
only is no concession contemplated on any point in} Department of State, Feb. 14, 1814. 
controversy, but the same desire is cherished to! “IT received last night your letter of the 15th Oc- 
preserve a good understanding with Russia, and the | tober, with extracts of letters from Mr. Adams and 
other Bultic powers, as if the negociation had taken| Mr. Harris of the 22d and 23d of November. 
place under the mediation of Russia. | “It appears that you had no knowledge at the 
{t is probable that the British government may i(late, even of the last letler, of the answer of tlie 
have declined the Russian mediation, frum the ap-;Britisn government, to the offer which had been 
prehension of an understanding between the United ; made to it, a second time, of the Russian mediation. 
States and Russia, for very diiierent purposes from | Hence it is to be inferred that the proposition made 
those which have been contemplated, in the hope/to this government by the Bramble was made not 
that a much better treaty might he obtained of the only without your knowledge, but without the sanc- 
Unitc+l States, ina direct negociation, than could beition, if not without the knowledge of the emperor. 
obtained under the Russien mediation, and with a! latelligence from other sources, strengthens this in- 
view to profit of concessions which might thus | ference. If this view of the conduct of the British 
be made by the United States in future negociations | government is well founded, the motive for it can- 
with the Baltic powers. If this was the object of the ‘not be mistaken. It may fairly be presumed that i: 
British government, and it is not easy to conceive; Was to prevent a good understanding and concert 
any other, it clearly proves the advantage to be| between the United States and Russia and Sweden, 
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these powers, a treaty less favorable to tke United 
States might be obtained, which might aficrwards 
be used with advantage by Great Britain in her ne- 
gociutions with those powers. 


By an article in the former instructions, you were! 


authorised in making a treaty to prevent impiess- 
ment trom our vessels to stipulate, provided a cer- 
tain specified term could not be agreed on, that it 
might continue in fored for the present war in Eu- 
rope only, At that time it seemed probable that the 
war ought last many years. Recent appearances, bow- 
ever, indicate the contrary. Should peace be made 
in Europe, as the practical evil of which we complain 
in regard to impressment would cease, it is presum- 


ed that the British government would have less ob-| 
jection to a stipulation to forbear that practice for! 


a specified term, than it would have, should the war 
continue. In concluding a peace with Great Britain, 
even in case of a previous general peace in Europe, 


it is important to the United States to obtain such a 
stipulation.” 


Mr. Monroe, secretary of state, to the plenipotentia- 
ries of the United States at Gottenbure. 
Department of State, 21st of March, 1814. 

Grex TLemeN—By the cartel Chauncey vou will re- 
ceive this, with duplicates of the commission to 
treat with Great Britain, and of the instructions and 
other documents that were forwarded by the John 
A:lums. ‘This vessel is sent to guard against any ac- 
cuient that might attend the other. 

If a satisfactory arrangement can be concluded 
Wit Great Britain, the sooner it is accomplished the 
happier for both countries. If such an srrangement 
cannot be obtained, it is important for the United 
States to be acquainted with it without delay. Ihope, 
therefore, to receive from you an account of the 
state of the negociation and its prospects, as soon as 
you may be able to communicate any Unng of an in- 
teresting nature respecting them. 

I have the honor io be, &c. 


(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 


he envoys extraordinary and ministers 
plenipotentiary of the United States. 
Department of State, June 25, 1814. 
GENTLEMEN—No communication has been receiv- 
ed from the joint mission which was appointed to 


7 ro , 
Vr. Jianree fo ui 


meet the commissioners of the British government, | 


at Gottenburg. <A letter from Mr. Bayard, at Am- 
sterdam, of the 18th March, was the last from either 
of our Commissioners. 
letter, and other communications, Mr. Bayard, Mr. 


Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Adams, would be in Gotten- | 


burg; and it has been understood from other sources, 


that Mr. Clay and Mr. Russell had arrived there | 


about the 15th of April. It is therefore expected, 
that «a meeting will have taken place in May, and 


. - | 
that we shall soon be made acquainted with your 
sentiments of the probable result of the negociation. | 


It is impossible, with the liylits which have reach- 
ed us, to ascertain the present disposition of the 


British government towards an accommodation with | 


the United States. We think it probable that the 
Jate events in France may have had a tendeicy, to 
iicrease its pretensions. 

At war with Great Britain and injured by France, 
the United States have sustained the attitude found- 
ed on these relations. No reliance was placed on 
the good offices of France, in bringing the war with 
Great Britain to a satisfactory conciusion. Lookiag 
steadily to an honorable peace, and tie ultimate at- 
tainment of justice from both powers, the president 


It was inferred, from that) 


promote that result. He nevertheless, knew that 
Frence held a place in the political system of Fu- 
rope and of the world, which as a check on England, 
could not fail to be useful to us. What effect the 
late events msy have had, in these respects, is the 
important circumstance of which you are doubtless 
better informed than we cas be. 

The president accepted the mediation of Russia, 
from a respect for the character of the emperor, and 
a belief that our cause, in all the points in controver- 
sy, would gain strength by being made known to 
ibim. On the same principle, he preferred (in ac- 
lcepting the British overture, to treat independently 


j 
| 


‘of the Russian mediation) to open the negociation 


‘on the continent, rather than at London. 





| It was inferred from the general policy of Russia, 
and the friendly sentiments and interposition of the 
‘emperor, that a respect for both would have much 
‘influence with the British cabinet in promoting a 
pacific policy towards us. ‘The manner, however, in 
; Which itis understood that a general pacification is 
) taking place; the intluence Great Britain may have 
lin modifying the arrangements involved in it; the 
iresources she may be able to employ exclusively a- 
| eainst the United States; and the uncertainty of the 
| precise course which Russia may pursue in relation 
‘to the war between the United States and Great 
‘Britain, naturaliy claim attention, and raise the 
important question, in reference to the subject of 
|impressment, on which it ts presumed your negocia- 
tions will essentially turn, whether your powers 
‘ought not to be enlarged, so as to enable you to give 
‘to those circumstances all the weight to which they 
may be entitled. On full consideration, it has been 
decided, that in case no stipulation can be obtained 
from the British government at this moment, when 
its pretensions may have been much heightened by 
recent events, and the state of Europe be most. fa- 
vorable to them, either relinquishing the claim to 
itnpress from American vessels, or discontinuing the 
practice, even in considération of the proposed ex- 
clusion froia them of British seamen, you may con- 
cur in an article, stipulating, that the subjects of 
impressment, together with that of commerce, be- 
tween the two countries, be referred to a separate 
negociation, to be undertaken without delay, at such 
place as you may be able {o agree on, prefering this 
‘city, if to be obiaMhed. T annex atthe close of this 
etter, a project of an article, expressing more dis- 
tinctly, the idea which it is intended to communi- 
cate, not meaning thereby to restrain you in any re- 
spect as to form. Commerce and seamen, the ob- 
jects of impressment, may, with great propriety, be 
‘wrranzed in the same instrument. By stipulating 
‘that com:mussioners shall be forthwith appointed for 
the purpose, and that all rights on this subject shail 
in the mean time be reserved, the faith of the Bri- 
‘tish government will be pledged to a fair experiment 
in an amicable mode, and the honor and rights of 
the United States secured. The United States hav- 
ing resisted by war the practice of impressment, and 
continved the war until that practice had ceased by 
a peace in Eurone, their object has been essentially 
‘obtained for the present, {it may reasonably be ex- 
pected, that the arrangement contemplated and pro- 
vided for, will take effect before a new war in Eu- 
rope shall furnish an occasion for reviving the prac- 
tice. Should this arrangement, however, fail, and 
‘the practice be again revived, the United States will 
be again at liberty to repel it by war; and that they 
will do so cannot be doubted; for after the proof 
which they have already given of a firm resistance 
in that mode, persevered in until the practice had 
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tolerated again. Certain it is, that every day will to be silent on the subject of impressment, to 2dmi¢. 


render it more ineligible in Great Britain to make 
the attempt. 

In contemplating the appointment of commission- 
ers, to be made after the ratification of the present 
treaty, to negociate and conclude a treaty to regu- 
Jate commerce and provide against impressment, it 


the British claim thereon, or to relinquish that of 
the United States, it is highly important that any 
such inference be entirely precludec by a declara- 
tion or protest in some form or other, that the omis- 
, Sion is not to have any sich effect or tendency. Any 
modification of the practice, to prevent abuses, be- 


is meant only'to show the extent to which you may) ing an acknowledgment of the right in Great Bri- 


fo, in a spirit of actommodation, if necessary.—| 


Should the British government be willing to take 
the subject up immediately with you, it would be 
much prefered, in which case the proposed article 
would, of course, be adapted to the purpose. 
Information has been received from 4 quarter de- 
serving attention, that the late events in France 


tain, is utterly inactmissible. 

_ “Although Gottenburg was contemplated at the 
time your commission was made out, as the seat of 
| the negociation, yet your commissicn itself does not 
jconfine you to it. You are at liberty, therefore, to 
jtransfer the negociation to any other place made 
more eligible by a change of circumstances. Am- 





have produced such an effect on the British govern-| sierdam and the Hague readily present themselves 
ment, as to make it probable that a demand will be} as preferable to any place in England. If, however, 
made at Gottenburg, to surrender our right to the; you should be of opinion, that under all e:rcum- 


fisheries, to abandon all trade beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope, and cede Louisiana to Spain. We can- 
not believe that such a demand will be made; should 
it be, you will of course treat it as it deserves. 
These rights must not be brought into discussion. 
If insisted on, your negociations will cease. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 


/stances, the negociation in that country will be at- 
jtended with advant.ges, outweighing the objections 
}to it, you are at liberty to transfee it there.” 
Lactract of a letter from the secretary of state, to the 
commissioners of the United States, for treating of 
peace with Great Britain, dated 


2 Department of state, August 11, 161), 
I had the honor to receive on the third of this 





Whereas by the peace in Funone, the essentia]/ Month a letter from Mr. Bayara and Mr. Gallatin, 


causes of the war between the United States and 


jot the 231 of May, and one from Mr. Gallatin, of 


. . e . 9 . 
Great Britain, and particularly the practice of im-|! the 21 of June. 


pressment, have ceased, and a sinczre desire exists | 
to arrange, in a manner satisfactory to both parties, | Mu 
‘hegociation with the British government from Got- 


all questions concerning seamen; and it is also their 
desire and intention to arrange, i 
manner, the commerce between the two countries, 
it is therefore agreed, that commissioners shali 
forthwith be appointed on each side, to meet at 


» With full power to negociate and conclude | 


a treaty, as soon as it may he practicable, for the 
arrangement of those important interests. It is ne- 
vertheless understood, that until such treaty be 
formed, each party shall retain all its rights, and that 
all American citizens who have been impressed into 
the British service shall be forthwith discharged.” 
Extract of a letter from the secreiary of state to the 
eommissioners of the United States Jur treatine of 


| pfreace with Great Britain, dated 
: Department of State, lang 27, 13i4,% 


in like satisfactory | 


“The president approves the arrangement com- 
‘municated by those gentlemen for transferring the 


|tenburgh to Ghent. Jt is presumed from Mr. Galla- 
| tin’s letter that the meeting took place towards the 
latter end of June, and that we shall scon hear from 
you what wiil be its probable result. 

| “By my letters of the 25th and 27th June, of 
| which another copy is now forwzrded, the sentiments 
lof the president, as to the conditions, on which it 
will be proper for you to conclude a treaty of peace, 
are made Known to you. It is presumed that either 
in the mode suggested in my jetter of the 25th June, 
which is much preferred, or by permitting the treaty 
to be silent on the subject, as is authorised in thé 
letter of the 27th June, the question of impressment 
; May be so disposed of, as to form no ebstacle to a 
pacification, This government can go no further, 





“The omission to send minigters to Gattenburg | bacanse it will make no sacrifice of the rights or 
Without a previous and official notification of the | honor of the nation, 
appointment and arrival there of those of the United) “Ir Great Britain does not terminate the wor on 
States, a formality, which, if due from either party, ; the conditions which you are authorised to adopt, 
might have been expected from that making the | she has other objects in it than those for which she 
overture rather than that accepting it, is a proof of; has hitherto protessed to contend. That such are 


a dilatory policy, and would in other respects justify j entertained, there is much reason to presume.— 
animadversions, if there was less disposition here to} These, whatever they may be, must and will be 
overlook circumstances of form, when interfering | resisted by the United States. The confict may be 
with more substantial objects. ; severe, but it will be borne with firmness, and, as 
* By my Ictter of the 25th inst. which goes with| we confidently believe, be attended with success.” 
this, you will find that the subject had already been | 
acted on under similar impressions with those which | 5): : . rod 
Mr. Bayard avd Mr. Gallatin’s letter could not fail | Virates of Darrataria, 
to produce. She view however presented by them; Copy of a letter from John K. Smith, esquire, to the 
is much stronger, and entitled to much greater at-, secretary of the navy, dated ' 
tention. The president has taken the subject into, ~ New-Orleans, September 234, 1814, 
consideration again, and given to their suggestions; Sim—Captain Patterson left this place on the 11th 
all the weight to which they axe justly entitled. inst. with three barges, and was joined at the Balize 
“On mature consideration it has been decided,| by six gun boats and the schooner Carolina, from 
that under all the circumstances above alluded to,! whence he proceeded against Barrataria. He has 
incident to a prosecution of the war, you may omit | been completely successtul in breaking up the nest 
any stipulation on the subject of impressment, if}of pirates at that plece, and has taken mine vessels, 
found indispensably necessary to terminate it. You|soeme specie and a quantity of dry goods, The 
will, of course not recur to this expedient until all | principal (Lafitte) escaped; but the second in com- 
your efforts to adjust the controversy in a more sa-;mand, Dominique, is taken. The number of prl- 
tisfactorv manner have failed. As it ig not the in. |soners taken is not known, nor are wny of the parti 


” 


tentien of the United States, in suffering the treaty culurs. A letter from that place states that capt, 
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Pattersos would leave there on the 20th. He willjcharged shells and nine pound shot. Th 
therefore, no doubt, have the honor of giving you | re-embarked the piece, and retreated by lan 
the result hy thenext mail. towards Pensacola, whence they came. 


The breeking up of this piratical establishment; ~ » ‘ 
ts of great importance to this country, it is ascer-}_ ~~ y the morning report of the 16th, there 


taiivd that vessels clearing out from this port with|Were present in the fort, fit for duty, officers 
passengers have been captured and every soul onjand men, 158. 

board murdered ; they took indiscriminately vessels} The result of this engagement has stamped 
of every nation, and the fact Was pertectly known! cheracter on the war in this quarter hi ghly 
ut Pensacola, The commanding British officer at favorable to the American arms , i on 


that place recently made’ communication in writing | ; 
to Lafiite, requesting his aid in an attack upon New event from which may be drawn the most 


Orlezus, which was refused. That correspondence favorable augury. 

which is in the hands of governor Cliiborne noj An achicvment so glorious in its conse- 

doubt has been communicated to the government. | quences, should be appreciated by the govern- 
fu the gallant defence of Mobile Point the only Wwo|ment ; and those concerned are entitled to, 
& pounders were injured and rendered useless.— and will, doubtless, receive the most gratify- 


ai Aho " , ° ode : wey 
general Jackson has since made arequisition upon). . ! ee : 
captain Patterson for others to replace them, which 8S © idence of the approbation of their coun- 


have in his absence been furnished. [have the honor | trymen. a 
to be, J. K. SMITH, &c. ln the words of major Lawrence “where 
Hou. William Jones, secretary of the navy. all behaved so well, it is unnecessary to dis- 
1 7 ~~ 2° 2 shai : P og oo e . 5 . . e 
fram the Louisiana Gazette Extra, of Sept. 22. (eriminate.” But all being meritorious, I beg 


GOOD NEWS. lang ‘ 
Extract of a letier fiom col. Ross, at Grandterre, to wea pe: a ae the ~~ of the officers who 
major Reynolds, dated 19th Sept. 1814. were engaged and present ; and hope they 
I have just time to say that in addition to taking will, individually, be deemed worthy of dis- 
some of the ringleaders, we are in possession of ald) tinction. 
the flotilla except asch’r that was burnt to the Wa- Major Wm. Lawrence, 2d inf. command- 
ter’s edge, that were here, say seven fine sch’'rs and jing ; captain Walsh of the artillery, captains 


felices, armed and unarined. We have this mo-| qr . 1 
ment returned from taking a fine sch’r. outside of Chamberlain, Brownlow and Bradley of the. 


the island, of 150 tons, armed complete. Captain|24 inf. captain Sands, deputy commissary of 
Henley lay off the bar, and out-manoeuvred her ;;ordnance, lieutenants Villerd, Sturges, Con- 
she run for us, getting between two fires—signal, a) way, Ii. Sanders, T’. R. Sanders, Brooks, Da- 
gun from the commodore; another strange sail in‘ yjs and C. Sanders, all of the 2nd infantry. 

sight. I am confident that your own feelings will 
lead you to participate in my wishes on the 

















— 





“nemy repulsed at Mobile. subject. Permit me to suggest the propriety _ 
Copy of a letter from major-general Jackson, |" justice of allowing to this gallant little 
to the secretary of war, dated band the value of the vessel destroyed by 
H. Q. 7th military disirict, ee 7 ; 
Mobile, September 17. i remain, with great respect, your obedient 
Sta—With lively emotions of satisfaction, 1) Se*vant, . 
comimunicate that success has crowngd the A. JACKSON, maj. gen. com. 





gallant efforts of our brave soldiers, in resist-! The hon. secretary of war. 
ing and repulsing a combined British naval; Copy of a letter from major Lawrence to ma-: 
and land foree, which on the 15th inst. attack- jor general Jackson, dated 
ed Fort Bowyer, on the point of Mobile. Fort Bowyer, Sept. 15-12 o'clock at night: 
I enclose a copy of the official report of! Sir—After writing the enclosed, I was pre- 
major Wai. Lawrence, of the 2d infantry, who! vented by the approach of the enemy from 
commanded. In addition to the particulars) sending it by express. At meridian they were 
communieated in his letter, I have learnt that| under full sail, with an easy and favorable 
the ship which was destroyed, was the Hermes, | breeze standing directly for the fort, and at 4, 
of from 24 to 28 guns, captain the hon. Wm. |'P. M we opened our battery, which was re- 
H. Percy, senior officer in the Gulf of Mexi-|turned from two ships and two brigs, as they 
co; and the brig so considerably damaged is approached. ‘I'he action became general at 
the Sophie, 18 guns, captain Wm. Lockyer. ‘about 20 minutes past 4, and was continued 
The other ship was the Carron, of from 24/|without intermission op either side until 7, 
to 28 guns, captain Spencer, son of earl Spen- rane | ship and 2 brigs were compelled to 
cer; the other brig’s name unknown. ‘retire, The leading ship. supposed to be the 
On board the Carron, 85 men were killed|commodore’s, mounting 22 thirty-two pound 
and wounded; among whom was cel. Nicoll, lcarronades, having anchored nearest our bat- 
of the royal marines, who lost an eye by altery, was so much disabled, her cable bein 
splinter. ‘The land force consisted of 110 ma-jcut by our shot, that she drifted on shore, 
rines, and 200 Creek Indians, under the com-|within G00 yards of the battery, and the 
mand of captain Woodbine, of the marines, | other vessels having got out of our reach, we 
and about 20 artillerists, with one four and;kept such a tremendous fire upon her that 
an half inch howitzer,. from which they dis- she was set on fire and abandoned by the few 
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of the crew who survived. At 10 P. M. we 
had the pleasure of witnessing the explosion 
of her magazine. The loss of lives on board 
must have been immense, as we arecertain no 
boats left her except three, which had previ- 
ously gone to her assistance, and one of these 
I believe was sunk ; in fact, one of her boats 
was burned along side of her 

The brig that followed her I am certain was 
much damaged both in hull and rigging. ‘The 
other two did not approach near enough to be 
so much injured, but I am confident they did 
not escape, as a weil directed fire was kept on 


had a rakmg fire upon it at about two hundred 
yards distance for some time. 

To capt. Sands, who will have the honor of hand- 
ing youthis despatch, I refer you for a more par- 
ticular account of the movements of the enemy 
than may be contained in my letters;-his services 
both before and during the action were of great im- 
portance, and I consider fully justify me in having 
detained him. Capt. Walsh and several men were 
much burned by the accidental explosion of two o¥ 
three cartridges. They are not included in the list 
of wounded heretofore given. 

The enemy’s fleet this morning at day break were 
at anchor in the channel about four miles from the 


fort; shortly after it got under way and stood to sea; 





them during the whole time. 


During the action a battery of a tweive | 


S 
pounder and a howitzer was opened on our 


rear without doing any execution, and was 
silenced by a few shot. . Our loss is four pri- 
vates killed and five wounded. 

Towards the close of the action the flag- 
staff was shot away; but the flag was imme- 
diately hoisted on a sponge-staff over th 
parapet. While the flag was down the enemy 
kept up their most incessant and tremendous 





fire; the men were withdrawn from the cur- 
. 4 + mI e } 
tains and N. E. bastion, as the enemy’s own! 


j 


shot completely protected our rear, except’ 


discriminate. 
with that coolness and intrepidity which is 
characteristic ofthe trae American, and which 
could scarcely have been expected from men 


most whom had never seen an enemy, and! 


were now for the first time exposed for nearly 
three hours to a iorce of nearly or quite four 
uns to one. 

We fired during the action between 4 and 
500 guns, most of them double shotted, and 
after the first half hour but few missed an ei- 
fect. 

September 16th, 11 o'clock, 2. 1. 

Upon an examination of our battery this morning, 
we find upwards of 300 shot and shot holes in the 
inside of the north and east curtains, and N. E. bas- 
tion, of all calibres, from musket ball to $2 potnd 
shot. In the N. E. bastion there were three: guns 
dismounted; one of which, a four pounder, wus bro- 


a] 


ithe position they had chesen for their battery. | 

Where all behaved well it is unnecessary to| 
Suffice it to say, every offcer| 
and man did his duty ; the whole behaved| 


after passing the bar they hove too, and boats have 
been constantly passing between the disabled brig 
and the others. IT presume the former is so much in- 
jured as to render it necessary to lishten her. 
15 minutes after 1P. “.—The whole fleet have 
this moment made sai! and are standing to sea. 
Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, ‘WM. LAWRENCE. 
Maj. gen. Andrew Jackson, com. 7th M. dist. 








Re-establishment of the Inquisition 


OR, 


“SPANISH LIBERTY” CONSUMMATED. 


One might think that the mere publication of the fullowing decree 
of Ferdinand the ungrateful would of itself be sufficient at a 
time hke this when we are so overrun with matter of great ne 
terest; but there is in the procedure so much of that real Aing- 
crajt and priestcraft which U have felt it my duty te say a good 
deal npon for these several years past, that I cannot permit its 
insertion without seriously and solemnly ealling the attention of 
my youthful readers, particularly, to the many truths 1 bave 
told them, over and over again, regarding unholy alliances bee 

| tween the church and the state; and of the burlesque Hehting for 

| “tiberty” in Spain, &ee whera a despotism now reigns more 
| dreadful, because more likely to be permanent, than ever the 
brain of the “tyrant”? Ponafarte contrived or thought of. Every 
remnant of treedom is destroyed. ‘he real patriots of Spain, 
and many such there were.--men who tought for their country,in 
sincerity and truth, are meeting secret deat/groaning m dungeons, 
laboring in the gallies, or proscribed and banished from the soit 
they preserved fur a base king and villainous priesthooi.— 


' 


| 


{ ‘Phe *holy office,’ blasphemously so called, has already put its 


| foul enguies at work, and the kine’s minister “of justice and 
| mercy” finishes and perfects the spirit of the monarchy by pros 
| titutme all claims to either. 
| There is no freedom of epinion in Spain—the press is fettered; 
| may,the very nand ot man, it it be possitls,is enchained. Every 
thing—every thought, word or deed, undergoes the inquisition of 
| the partizans of the court—2nd every thing is condemned that 
does hot come up to its standard of polities! and religious cor- 
ruption. ‘Phe editors of a journal at Madrid, Villamieva and 
Juan Joseph Lassennal, inserted a paragrap! stating that “the 
otiieers of the third army had deciared collectively that they 
would defend the constitution"—that constitution which Ferdi- 
meunid had accepted: for this, the foriner was sent to tlhe gatlies 
siztioues on the coast of Africa, tor sia years; and the latter 
condemned to pass that period in close confinement! It is for 
these things that the Spaniards relieved their country of 
Bonaparte! 


; 


te eee oe ne ee eee = 


ken oil near the trunnions by a 32 pound shot and} It is werthy of remark with what gratitude Ferdinand treats 


another much battered. 


the 24 pounders are cracked in such a manner as to| 
{'Tocap the whole, the king has levied a contribution of fifteen 


render them unfit for service. 
Tam informed by two deserters from the land force, 


| f } 5f 4 Me req eT ‘ j ; a S2en ‘ . . r. *,.** 
who have just arrived here, and whom I send OF | 6 Rejoice Spain—the Bourlons are restored! 


your disposal, that a reinforcement is expected, when | 


' 
they will doubtless endeavor to wipe oif the stain of! 
vesteriday. 


I regret to say that both} 4 


Lis disinterested friends, the Englisi. ‘The second paragraph of 
the decree has sume passages which I have marked in iéalic, 
that shews A’s opimon of the “bulwark of religion.” 


miltions on bis impoverisked and exhausted people; and eut 
them offfrom receipts of books and papers from other eountrics, 
espeeitily proibstang the introduction of British newspapers. 
: Your people “repose 
vi; thearms of their legitimate king!” 
Supplement tothe Madrid Gaxette, July %3d.1314. 

The hing our lord has becn pleased to enact the following decree. 
The glorious title of Cathohe, by which the kings of Spain are 


If you will send the Amelia down, we may proba- ' distingished among the other christian princes, because they do not 
ua . o 4} Se ~liopw wraoartk | tolerate in theic kKingdem any one who professes anuther religion 

r Ss : of the ships» @uas, as ner wre ; ° ak, , a 
bly SAYS most of all a “ed 7 « Bu ° ," "qa doin: than the eatholic, apostolic and roman, has powerfully excited my 
is lying in 6 or 7@ feet water and some of them are } pear to employ all the means which God has placed ia my hands, 


just covered. They will not, however, answer for 
the fort, as they are too short. 

By the deserters, we learn that the ship we have| 
destroyed was the Hermes, but her commander's | 
:ame they did not recollect. It was the commo-| 


dore,.and doubtless fell on his quarter deck, as we; 


in order to make myself worthy of it. 

‘Phe past troubles and war whieh afflicted all the provinees of the 
kingdom, during the spaceofsix years; the residence therein during 
that tune of foreign troops of different sects alinest all infected withytr 
horrence and hatred to the cethotic religion; and the disorder that these 
evils always bring with them, torether with the litths care wiicii was 


i taken forsome (me in providing for what concerned the things 


ot religion, gaye to the wicked unmbimited ticense to Hive after their 
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frce will, and to introduce in this kingdom, and fix in many persons, 


pernicious opinions by the same means with which they had been 
eropagated in other countries. . 

Desiring therefore to provide a remedy against so great an evil, 
and preserve in my dominions the holy religion of Jesus Christ, 
which my people love, and in which they have lived and do hive 
happily, both by the duty which the fundamental laws of the king- 
doin imposes on the priace which shall reign over it, and I brave 
sworn to observe and fulfil,as likewise being the most proper mean 
to preserve iny subjects fromm intestine discussions, and maintain 
them in peace and tranquility, I have thought it would be very 
convemientin the presence circumstances, that the tribunal of the 
holy office should retern to tee exercise of its jurisdiction. 

Upon which subject wise and virtuous prelates and many corpo- 
tations and serious persons, both eccleastical and secular, have re- 
presented to me tat it was owing to thie tribunal that Spain was 
not comtaminated in the 16th eentury, with the ervors that caused 
so Much aftiiction in other kingdoms, that nation flourishing, at 
that time, in all kinds of literature, in great men, in holiness and 
virtue. And that one of the principal means employed by the 
oppressor of Lurope in order to sow corruption and discord, from 
which he derived so many advantages, was to destroy it under pre- 
tence that the light of the age could not bear its continuance any 
longer; and which, afterwards, the self-styled gencral cortes, with 
the same pretence, and that of the constitution, which they had 
tumultuousty framed, annulled, tothe great sorrow ofthe nation. 

Wherefore, they have ardently requested me ‘to re-establish that 
tribunal, and according to their requests, amd the wishes of the 
people, who from love to the religion of their fathers, have restor- 
ed of their own accord, some of the subaltern tribunals to their 
funetions, I have resolved that the council of the mauisition and 
the other tribunals of the holy office, should be restored and con- 
tinued in the exercise of their jurisdiction, both ecclesiastical, 
Which, atthe request of my august predecessors, the pontifis gave 
to it, and the royal, which the Kings granted toit, observing iu the 
exercis*s of both the ordinances by which they were governed in 
1808, and the laws and regulations, which, to avoid eertain abuses, 
and moderate some previleges, it was mete to take at different 
times. 

As besides these provisions it may perhaps be suitable to others; 
and my intention being to improve this establishment that the 
greatest ulility may arise to ty subjects from it, L wish that as 
soon as the couneil of inqvisition shall meet, two of its members, 
with two of my royal council, both of which I shall nominate, 


_A morning state of the troops in service within the 
district, whether regulars, volunteers or militia, will 
be forwarded without delay to the office of the as- 
sistant adjutant general, Baltimore, at which place 
lrexd-quarters will be established until further or- 
ders. 

The major-general will have the ‘pleasure of re- 
viewing the troops in succession, in the course of 
the present week, of which intention, commandants 
of brigades and corps will be more particularly no- 
tified, in the mean time, it is confidently expected 
that no exertions will be spared to give to the troeps 
the highest degree of efficiency, which the expecta- 
tions of the country, and the fame of individual 
corps so imperiously demand. 

(Signed) W. SCOTT, Maj. ven. 
By order, R. G. HITE, 
Issist. adj. gen. 10th mulitary district. 
Head-quarters, town of Mobile September 17, 1814 
Inspeetor general’s office, 7th military district. 

GENERAL ORDERS—Our Companions in arms have 
triumphed over the enemy. At4 o’clock P. M.on 
the 15th inst. fort Bowyer was attacked, by a supe- 





pe British naval and land force, and the enemy was 


repulsed at all points. The naval force consisted of 
|2 ships from 24 to 28 guns, mounting $2 pound car- 
‘ronades, two brigs, from 16 to 18 runs, mounting 24 
pound carronades, with three tenders, all under the 
‘command ef commodore sir W. LH. Percy. The land 
forces of the enemy consisted of one liundred ma- 
rines, under the command of colonel Nicolls, 300 
Indians under the command of captain Woodbine of 





shouldexamine the form and mod of proceeding in the causes afe'the British army, and a but tery ofa 12 pounder and 


. . p ~? . ° , , , . eo oe . ~ 
pertaining to the holy office. and the metres established fer the cen- 


sure and prohibition of bool-s; and if there should be found any 


thing init, contrary to the coud of ny subjects, and the uprigit ac- 
huinistration of justier, or that ought to be altered, it shall be pro- 
This is) 
communicated tor your information, aud of whom it may concern. 


posed to me, that E may determine what shall bepproper. 
Palace, 21st July, 18ii. 
THE KING. 
Fo Don Pedro Macanar. 





Lvewts of the Bhar. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


i? 
! 


lhowitzer, under the direction of a British captain of 
ithe royalartillery. Our effective force opposed to the 
enemy Was about 120 men, of whom not move than 
90 were engaged. 

| “Poe leading ship called the Hermes, commodore 
isir W.H. Percy, Jraving approached within the reach 
of our guns, our battery opened upon her; the runs 
of which were fired in succession as they could be 
brought to bear; and at 20 minutes after 4 P. Muthe 
engugement became general. About this time the 
‘enemy on shore with colonel Nicolls at the head of 





(Fn the next paper, which will be published on | the marines, captain Woodbine at the head of their 


Werinesday, to stipply one of the numbers in arrear, 


i allies the Indians, and the captain of the British roy:d 
; 


we shall insert the ustial notice of events. The pre-| artillery, with his battery, were put to flight, by twe 
sent. very briefeccount of the principal things that {| discharges of rrape and cannister from a nine poun- 


have happened may suffice till then. 


Ider. At 3S P.M. the commodore’s ship swung head 


Tt appears that the British fleet, their great shin | on, to our batterv, when we were enabled to rake 


in co. is outon Ontario—our’s is at Sackett’s har-jher so effectually as to silence her guns. 


bor—where great preparations are made to receive 
the expected attack of the enemy. 


Baving 


‘cut her cable by our shot, she drifted out and grounc- 


' 


ied stern on, within €99 yards, which ara afforded 


7 ta : Uv ‘ ‘i i. 3; “<¥ “> 3* ‘ } 7 + , - 
TRe cnemy appears to have taken that part of | Us an opportunity ef ring her, and we continued 
: ; . . . a ee A . 2 PCa a} Peps SS ae 
Massachusetts that lies cast of the Penobscot as aj doimg so W hile there was light enough te see that her 


wermaner: 


possession. 


‘colors Were flying; just about sunset the ether ves- 
‘ . 


Vhe bill before Congress to remove the seat of; sels cut thei cabics ana stood off with alight breeze, 


rovernment has been rejected. A very important 
letter from the secretary of the treasury has been 
received—he recommends as a 


. ° ° 5 eta . *, j 
the establisiimment of a national bank with a capital 


of 50° millions. 

The enemy has chiefly left the Chesapeake bay. 
An attack on New York seems expected. 
from the troops that are supposed to be coming out 


of. 


Gen. M’Arthur with 700 mounted men, and 2 or 
300 Indians, arvived at Detroit about the 10th inst. 
received handsome reimforce- 


Gen. Brown, had 
ments from the west. 

Gunenat onners. Head quarters, Waehington city, 
16in, October, 1814. Major-general Scott, who has 
been appointed to the 10th maulitary district, enters 
én the duties of his command. 


- 


JA cer! i 
Possibis, | 


~~ D | } ’ , PT yt a Ae ra ken, 4 
with lord fril, who has not yetarrivea, as we Know 


under a tremendous fire from our battery. At a 
wi ; Tarn a bt rat , om - *. 
quarter past 7 we discovered the commander's ship 


.] 


part of his system, | to be on ire, and at 10 P. M. her magazine blew up. 


We cannot ascertain the precise loss of the ene- 
imy, but from deseriers, who came in the morning 
iafter tbe battle, we learn that the commander and 
only 20 men escaped from the Hermes—her crew 
‘being originally 170. ‘Phat 85 were killed and 
' wounded on board the Charon. The floss on board 
lthe brigs is unkaown, but must have been very great, 
‘from the circumstance of one of them being infinite. 
‘lv more exposed than the Charon. Our loss was foux 
i privates killed and five wounded. During the hot- 
itest part of the action our flag staff being shot away, 
‘the fleg was immediately regained under a heavy 
five «f grape and cannister, and hoisted on a sponge 
sinff and planted on the parapet. Sut 
This achieyment of our biothers in arms is deat 
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grateful country! Our arms have triumphed over; 
the enemy. The brave officers, non-commissioned 
officers and privates under tie command of the gal- 
dant mejor Lawrence, have done their duty, and in’ 
point of cool and determined courage their conduct 
cannot be surpassed. ‘There was but one feeling 
pervading every grade and rank through the whole 
action, and that was who should be foremost in the 
race of glory. With them the post of danger was 
the post of honor. 
By command of major general Jackson, 
H. HAYNE. 
Insp: gen. and act. adj. gen. 


o us, and calls for, and will have the gratitude of «; of the finest ships of her class in the British, 


aavy, mouting 28 long double fortified 24 
pounders with locks, and carrying in the 
while 39 guns, she is 160 feet in length, 40 
feet in breadth; presenting a most formida- 
dle battéry, and which if it had been managed 
with the skill of Macdenough, was sufficient 
of itself to have @aptured or destroyed the 
whole of our fleet.* A pprezending no danger 
from the enemy in this quarter, we under- 
stand that the commodore intends in a few 
days to put his fleet up for winter quarters in 
the bay of Fiddlers #lbow, a place so called a 


The WASHINGTON of 74 guns, built at’ jittle this side Schensboroug (White Hall.)— 


Portsmout, N. H. under the superintendence 
of captain Hull, was launched without the 
slightest accident or impediment, on the Ist 
inst. She, with the Jndependence, at Boston, 


are probably two of the finest véssels afloat;| 


and will not decline 2 combat with any other 
two that swims—three deckers not excepted. 
The famous American privateer Prince, of 
Nenfchatel has recently sailed from Cher- 
bourg on 4 cruise. She has since arrived 


at Boston, after a splendid cruize. 


From the situation of the adjacent rocks and 
mountains, being slmost perpendicular, a 
small battery will in all human probability 
defend our fleet from any force which the 
enémy may bring against it. 


= 





Slave tradé—A Spanish ship with $25, and a 
schooner? with 130 staves, lately arrived at Havanna 
from Ai}iwa, : 

The following numerical calculation of the emié 
gvations from France, between the 14th July, 1798, 





Twenty one sail of transports arrived in 
the St. Lawrence from Cork, on the 22nd 
September. 
given. 

he erew of the Reindeer, captured by the 


ithe year 1798: 
The | 9,090 women, and 16,920 men, were of the nobility ; 
¢ troops on board are not! 93.999 priests, 404 belonying to the parlemens, 8,492 


was published at Paris by order of the directory, in 
Total number 124,000, of whom 


nobles im the military profession, 9,933 landed proa 
/prictors, 2,867 lawyers, 220 bankers, 7,890 mer- 


‘Wasp, have been sent to England from |Chsnts, 324 notaries, 528 physicians, 540 surgeons, 


France. 
The American prisoners sent to England 


in tbe Benson transport, made en unsuccess-| 


ful attempt to recover their freedom, in which 
4 of them were killed and 8 wounded. 

London, August 5.—-Accounts have been 
received at Lioyd’s, since the first of last 
month of the capture of 7 vessels by the U. S. 
sloop of war Wasp, (put into L’Orient to re 
fit;) 2 by the U. 5S. sloop of war Syren; and 
99 by different A meriean privateers. 

‘I'wo @eserters arrived in town yesterday 
morning from the Seperb 74, in Gardner’s 
bry. ‘They report themselves to be Ameri- 
cans, wko have been deteined seven years in 


15,063 farmers, 2,009 nobles in the naval service, 
122.729 artizans, 2,800 servants, 3,000 wives of the 
‘amizans, 3,033 cinidren of both sexes, 4,428 nuns 
| (religieuses. ) 

| Londay, May 30. Ina letter from Christiansand; 
;dated the 13th inst. it is stated that the Norwegians 
had talen several Swedish privateers, and carried 
them into Norway, and that four or ive Norwegian 
privateers were out from Chiristiansand. 

| While Ferdinend from Sicily is issuing declara- 


| 
} 


i tions of his right 10 the kingdom of Naples, and his 
| firm resolve to support his claims, Murat is progres- 
i sively strengthening himself on the throne by alliance 
| with the great confederates of Europe, and with the 
‘other powers of the Mediterranean. <A truce has 
| been concluded for tweive months between him and 
the dey of Tunis. 

Christiana, April 24—The following is the result 


the British service, and that they were sent) of the deliberations of the diet at Edswold, up te 
on shore with a foraging party, when they! the 19th of this month. 


made their escape. 
my is furnished almost daily with our differ- 
ent newspapers, by a grey headed pilot —New 
York paper. 


They state the ene-: . “ Norway shall be an hereditary limited monarchy, 
tare, toes “ | the kingdom free and indivisible: the regent king. 


| © The Lutheran is the established religion of the 
state, but the professors of every other religion pre- 


er ' serve their liberty and privileges. 
The British coasts are excessively vexed by' 


“ The king has the right of making war and peace, 


a few of our flying privateers. A London) and the right of pardoning. 


paper says, that, the navigation of the Irish: 


channel is unsafe!—One daring fellow lately 


burnt a lerge ship laden with brandy from, 


_ © The people exercise, by their representatives, 
ithe legislative authority, and the rights of levying 
ithe taxes, 

* The judicial power is always to remain distinct 


Bordeaux in Dublin bay. Tie British growl) from other branches of government. 


excessively about the admission of our armed) 


** Henceforward no hereditary piivileges shall be 


vessels into the ports of Franse—three were allowed either to persons or corporations. 


reported refitting at Rochelle! 
Burlington, vt. Sept, 30. The British large’ 


“Industry and civil occupations shall not be sub- 


| ject to any new restriction. 


“ The »ress shall be free from all restraints.” 


} 





ship takea by commodore Macdonougi is re- - - 
paired and painted) She is undoubtedly one | 


* Most of our guns were short pieces, 








